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 Dear FCC,
I would like to express my concern over the recent lobbying activities by the NAB 
that would limit local content on satellite radio providers.  The quality of content
on FM and AM broadcasts has diminished significantly over the past several years.  
Rather than hearing a diverse perspective of news, ideas and entertainment, I have 
been frustrated by the monotony of information.  The same songs played over, the 
same news angle, the same everything.  Even local information isn't all that 
relevant or insightful.  Especially upon learning that several major broadcasters 
actually disseminate all their "local" traffic and weather from centralized 
locations.  What's next?

Recently I subscribed to XM Satellite Radio.  XM has done a great service in 
providing diverse viewpoints, multiple channels of news and information, a far 
greater variety in music and one of my favorites, in depth traffic and weather.  My 
commute is at minimum 1 hour each way, each day.  Some days it takes me 2 hours.  
Because XM is dedicating a whole channel to Washington area traffic, it is able to 
provide in depth coverage.  While FM and AM can provide traffic reports, there is no
way they can provide the same detail I receive from XM.  

I not only strongly urge the FCC and congress to enable satellite radio to continue 
using repeaters to enhance their signal and continue beaming local traffic 
information, but I also strongly urge the FCC to allow further local content on 
satellite radio.  XM has proven to provide more alternative view points than 
broadcast, and I would look forward to the same as far as local coverage is 
concerned.  Local politics, local bands, local sports, local arts, local history, 
local culture.  I like the sound of that.  And it's not the sound coming from FM and
AM.  The FCC and congress should not meddle with the marketplace -- especially in 
deterring changes that favor consumers.

Best Regards,
Scott Knowles
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